For sometime past this' metallic basis of the' common earth contained in all our clays, has been attracting the attention of chemists, especially in France. At last, results have been attained which have induced M. Dumas to state to the Academy, that the manufacture of the article has reached a point at
Chemically, it is an exception to the earthy metals. So far from greedily absorbing oxygen, it is acted upon with difficulty by that element. It does not tarnish in the atmosphere and retains its brilliancy even after having been exposed to the powerful oxydizing current of air which passes through a heated muffle. Sulphuric and nitric acids exert but a slight action upon it, but muriatic acid dissolves it readily, with the evolution of hydrogen gas 
